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Charles Dewanto is a graduate architect from Indonesia who currently lives and works in 
Melbourne. He graduated from RMIT in 2009 and has been part of the architecture studio, 
Katsieris Origami since its establishment. His skills are applied in various scales of projects 
although the focus on urban design and place making architecture has been a particular focus 
in his young career. Besides collaborating in competitions, he is also developing his own design 
studio called A-R-C-C which is mainly operating in Indonesia. Charles is also actively involved 
with the educational programs at RMIT in which his connection to institutions in Asia is helping 
to bridge relationships between countries and cultures. 

DAD’S CAVE: AN OFFICE ADDITION
Malang, Indonesia

The new office addition is situated in a typical industrial 
estate in Indonesia. Industrial buildings in this estate 
are defined by practicality and an obscure sense of scale 
which tends to neglect their surrounding context. The 
design of this office building extension is a reaction to 
the daily routines enacted within it.  The design seeks 
to frame the firm’s activities by tracing the existing 
conditions of the site and preserving a residual trace of 
the building’s past and the construction process. The 
result is a monolithic volume in which different surfaces 
have their own specific definitions and practicality. 
At ground floor, a row of deep windows has been 
introduced that provides a space for the truck drivers to 
rest between their assignments. On the first floor facade 
a muted concrete render finish was used to reveal the 
spacing of scaffolding and structural set-out employed 
during construction process. The rendered treatment 
of this wall acts as an economical sound buffer solution 
for the meeting room behind. Within the building, the 
discovery of a brickwork wall that was exposed from 
the demolished existing building’s roofline inspired the 
decision to setback the new office wall, preserving the 
brickwork as an outdoor feature. As a result, the gap 
between exposed brickwork and office wall became a 
refuge space from the surrounding industrial estate. 


